12 month checklist
	10-12 months  before
	Comments

	· Begin to select tentative dates
	

	· Introduce both families to eachother
	

	· Announce engagement and have engagement party
	

	· Begin drafting guest list
	

	· Begin selecting Venue for rehearsal and ceremony  
	

	· Select reception (including menu) and check out parking
	

	·  Bride-begin shopping for wedding dresses
	

	· Select Wedding party
	

	· Create Budget and decide who buys what
	

	· Create website or news release in your local paper
	

	· Save the date guest list
	

	· Plan out where you want to honeymoon, get prices and ideas
	

	6-9 months before
	

	· Email or mail your save the dates esp for out of town guests and begin hotel arrangements
	

	· Select and finalize your caterer for reception, ask to try and sample menue
	

	· Select and finalize your flower (consider your theme and colors)
	

	· Interview and decide music for band or DJ
	

	· Interview and finalize videographer and photographer and check out their portfolios
	

	· Bride-get your dress and accessories
	

	· Begin looking for coordinated bridemaid dresses
	

	· Finalize your honeymoon
	

	· Select your officiant, coordinate the ceremony ideas
	

	· Registry for bridal shower and wedding
	

	2-5 months before
	

	· Create your wedding invitations to mail out 8 weeks before your date
	

	· Research wedding cake ideas and taste samples, select and finalize
	

	· Wedding rings
	

	· Consider wedding favor ideas and order
	

	· Mother/Future mother in law dresses
	

	· Groom’s tuxedo
	

	· Bridemaid dresses and accessories
	

	· Reception details-order of rentals
	

	· Rehearsal dinner 
	

	· Wedding party details and others like readers, candle lighter, singers, receiving line
	

	· Bride-plan hair and make up
	

	· Mail your invitations 8 weeks prior
	

	· Caterer-finalize guest list and 
	

	· Order wedding accessories-candle, toasting goblets, guest book, etc
	

	· Dance classes for bride and groom
	

	· Gifts for wedding part
	

	· Transportation arrangements
	

	· Financials, insurance, licenses, name change
	

	· Music selection-what to play, what not to play and when to play
	

	· Finalize details of who is bringing what and when, let them know and organize
	

	1 month before
	

	· Wedding gown fitting
	

	· Finalize ceremony and reception details, who is reading and who is bringing
	

	· Plan your wine that you are bringing
	

	· Officiant details
	

	· Finalize your jewelry-tradition
	

	· Begin writing your vows
	

	· Confirm honeymoon arrangements
	

	· Finalize non RSVP guest and let caterer know
	

	· Create and finalize your seating arrangements
	

	· Rehearsal dinner invitations
	

	1-2 weeks before
	

	· Wedding gown fitting
	

	· Wedding day schedule, mental run to close any gaps
	

	· Confirm any pick up schedule for your dresses, tuxedos, food/beverage, etc
	

	· Caterer final head count
	

	· Vows done
	

	· Honeymoon packing
	

	· 3 boxes-ceremony box (candles, guest book, etc), reception box (pictures, guest book, toasting goblets, etc) and money box for the reception
	

	· Confirm times/dates for vendors and officiants
	

	Day before
	

	· Tip envelopes 15-20% (ask someone to distribute)
	

	· 3 box responsibility-ask someone to take care
	

	· Describe duties and finalize receiving line, ceremony and reception
	

	· Pick up tuxedo and accessories
	

	· Rehearse
	

	· Rehearsal dinner
	

	· Manicure/pedicure
	

	Wedding Day
	

	· Breathe, it is hear
	

	· Enjoy and relax
	

	Post wedding
	

	· Send thank you notes
	

	· Preserve dress, bouquet
	


*When making payments, please read your contracts, when payments are due, late fees and cancellations

*When interviewing, check out their previous work and ask to see samples

*This is a comprehensive list but may miss a couple of unique items to you.  Use the comments section to provide any additional items for note.

*Use this as a guide
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