Choosing the “RIGHT” Wedding Planner  
Pre-meeting homework

· Find 3-4 planners, either referred, yellow pages, local, or internet

· 1)

· 2)

· 3)

· 4)

· Ask if they offer free consultation

· Examples of their work

· References of previous work

Meeting Checklist- 
· Business card

· Ask them how their prices work

· Ask them who are their vendors (for catering, video, photo, music, floral, etc)

· Ask them for ideas for your theme

· Examples of how they worked through a budget of $ (state your budget)

· Let them breakdown your budget for each segment

· Ask them to offer a breakdown of their services

· Ask how they communicate

· Are they good with phone, email, text

· Do they have a contract for you to review

Post-meeting

· Review contract carefully

Only sign if you understand every detail fully 

Only sign if you agree with every detail

*Considerations*

Just like anything, your rapport with your meeting planner is vital because your wedding will be the most intimate, emotional experience for you/fiancé and your planner.  You will need to be able to communicate your mutual feelings at anytime.  Note the red flags:   like professionalism, communication and follow up, do not return your calls or show interest, do not bring paper/pen to the meeting, dress too casually, not prepared, first wedding planning, do not have references, or references pause when answering your questions, do not have at least several ideas for your vision, can help with your budget, show their experience, offer their pricing openly, and exude confidence.  You are the boss and will be meeting with this person once to twice a week to discuss your wedding details, you need someone who knows, cares, and is confident about the success for the merriest of weddings for you!
